ike and Denise

Ferris ren Ferns

Wheels, o Syls
Tased international muicn
tourane comyjuy. Heow dad
that happen? I asked Mike the
togh gquestions.

Q: How and when did you
start riding, Mike?
A a refugee from the
hi-tech industey, having spent
17 years in variows aspects of
computer seftwane production
and moarcketingg, A the tender of
age of 35, 1 lad a selfinduced
midlife cresis (man bach ot
three seore vear asd ten, aned
20 would not come again) and
walked awary fron it in search
of something muore personally
vewarding.

1 foumcl mvself inoa Base

Camp logistics and suppor
rofe fur the 1993 Ausinlian
Everest Expedition, the 40ih
Anmwersany Commemoniive
exprlition hemded by

Tashi Tenring, grandson

oof Tenzing Noogay It was

my firt introduction to the
magnfivence of the Himalryas
and | was simply blown away
by the mw astursl beauty of it
all, (s tearm was suseesslul
in putting two men on the
summit, aliboegh oy one of
them canze back. Bug that's
another stary.)

A the conclusion of the
expredition we bud medi
cornmitments 1o fulfil back in
Ausinalia, then Lretemed o
explore maore of the Himalaya
and spent many maonths
wanilering through Nepal

and Indii Then one fueful
Frickey afternoen over abeerin
Kathneanedua, o fellow tmveller
was Limenting o e that b
WS FUneing i o mosney
ard ol Bave w st his
motorhike...,

1 had, guite hienally, never
.hL'I'_'I'I 415k I“['a[l]ﬂ'}'l" ! H_'FHI'L'.
immy lifee (by nosw 373, but next
thing § know, we're outon the
street examining his Eoficlcl and
he's explaining than ivs senalar
108 car exeept the cureh is
opeited by hand and the pears
owperated by fosn How diffeul
can it be?

With o conpale of beers
already on board balsiening
confidence, [was off dirough
the cromaded Lmewys amd
Trsuns of Kathmandu's claone
Thamel destrict. In three

mimues wes sold and we no
straight o the bank, [hande
over the dollaes, he handed
over the ke and suddenly
wirs 3 motoreyelise
0 How did the idea of
starting the tours occur
o you?
AOIF [ wont to continuge my
exploritions on two wheels,
withour exprerience, withow
proper gear, without a cue,
Experience came very guickly
om the joh, soowo speak, as 1
Teswrrs], for example (picking
pebbies oue of bleeding skin «
elbowy, that its not a gress id
ey b g b hanedful of front
stk when negotiating a ste
downhill gravel comer, having
inadvertently selecred angel g
Bl every stongle day iy gl
Wi rowing widler and | e










