
 

 

Are you living on the edge yet . . . 
  or are you still taking up too much room? 

 Dalmatian Delights Safari 2010 
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 �Dalmatian Delights Motorcycle Safari 

Destinations and Places of Interest: 
 
 1.  Ljubljana  5.  Durmitor N P    9.  Hvar  13. Passo di Stelvio 
 2.  Plivice N P  6.  Petrovac   10.  Pag  14. Bovec 
 3.  Sarajevo   7.  Dubrovnik  11.  Skocjan caves 
 4.  Mostar   8.  Korcula   12.  Corvara 
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Dalmatian Delights Motorcycle Safari 

Itineraries for May/June 2010 
 
 
     
Day Date 1 Date 2   D e t a i l s Distance 
     

1 May 02 S May 23S  Arrange your flights to arrive today in the Slovenian capital Ljubljana --- 
2  03 M 24M * A day exploring the old town centre, and allocation of motorbikes --- 
3  04 T 25T  From Ljubljana we cross into Croatia to Plitvice N P, ½ day to explore 250k 
4  05 W 26W  Into Bosnia-Herzegovina, on to the capital Sarajevo 410k 
5  06 T 27T * Rest day exploring Sarajevo --- 
6  07 F 28 F  To Mostar the scenic (ie longer) way; ½  day exploring old town centre 250k 
7  08 S 29 S  Into Montenegro and on to Zabljak in Durmitor National Park 300k 
8  09 S 30 S  To Petrovac on the Dalmatian Coast in time for an afternoon swim 250k 
9  10 M 31M  Into Croatia and on to the postcard-perfect coastal resort of Dubrovnik 150k 

10  11 T June 01 T * Charter a boat and explore the fortress and the Dubrovnik coastline --- 
11  12 W 02W  To the island of Korcula, birthplace of Marco Polo, ½ day explore  115k 
12  13 T 03T  Back to mainland then proceed further up the coast, onto Hvar island 230k 
13  14 F 04 F * A rest day in picturesque Hvar; swimming pool, shops, restaurants, pubs --- 
14  15 S 05 S  Late morning ferry to Split, lunch in Primosten, up the coast to Pag 255k 
15  16 S 06 S  From Pag to the magnificent caverns of Skocjan Caves, then to Sezana 320k 
16  17 M 07M  Into the mighty Italian Dolomites and on to Corvara 280k 
17  18 T 08T * Rest day in Corvara; or optional ride for the die-hards, up to Passo di Stelvio  400k 
18  19W 09W  From Corvara we return to Slovenia, to Bovec in the Julian Alps 240k 
19  20 T 10T  Bovec returns us to Ljubljana through more Julian Alps;farewell dinner 190k 
20  21 F 11 F  A leisurely morning before heading to the airport for flights back home --------- 
21  22 S 12 S  A day spent in the air 3240k 

     (or  3640k) 
* indicates consecutive night in same hotel, allowing for laundry, etc. 

 
Choice of two Start Dates 
 
For the Dalmatian Delights Motorcycle Safari 2010, you need to arrive in Ljubljana on Sunday 2nd May or 
Sunday 23rd May 2010 as shown above.  Please see our discussion on suggested flights herein. 
 
Tour Operator 
 
This Motorcycle Safari is one of several itineraries offered by Ferris Wheels, Australia’s only professional 
tour operator specialising solely in international motorcycle adventures. Mike Ferris pioneered the 
Himalayan Motorcycle Safari concept in 1994 with his first crossing of the world’s greatest mountain range 
by an Australian group of riders. In 1995, now a qualified travel agent, he took his first commercial safari 
to the Khardung La in Ladakh (India), at 5,602 metres the highest road in the world. Mike and Denise 
Ferris now operate and personally lead annual Ferris Wheels motorcycle safaris to diverse destinations 
such as Rajasthan, the Indian Himalaya, Nepal, Bhutan, Turkey, Morocco, the Andes and this new 
Dalmatian Delights tour, all of approximately three weeks in duration. 
 
Be aware that this itinerary is a guide only and may need to change due to weather, road conditions 
or other factors. Please be flexible, but rest assured your Tour Leader will make final day-to-day 
decisions only after consultation with our agent in Ljubljana, local authorities and group members. 
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Package Price 
 
The Dalmatian Delights tour price, excluding airfares and joining in Ljubljana, is Aus$9,000-00 with a $500 
reduction offered if you nominate one of our smaller bikes. Riders must have a valid and unrestricted rider’s 
licence. Pillions are welcome and we also have a limited number of passenger seats available in our support 
vehicle, a minivan which accompanies the riders for the length of the Safari – price for pillion or passenger is 
Aus$8,000-00. Please note that our prices are subject to exchange rates and we reserve the right to alter any 
pricing, pursuant to Clause 9 of our Terms and Conditions, up to the date of final payment. 
 
Price includes 
 
·   Full motorbike rental for the duration of the Safari [See Our Motorbikes , herein] 
·   Clean, friendly, mid-range accommodation throughout the Safari, nights 1 to 19 inclusive 
·   Twin-share basis; (single room supplement, additional Aus$1,200) 1 
·   All meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) and usually morning/afternoon tea 
·   Experienced guide, local multi-lingual agent and mechanical assistance 
·   Minibus support vehicle and driver, for luggage transport and assistance 
·   Spare parts, tools, medicines, first aid equipment 
·   All fuel costs, maintenance and repairs, third party insurance for the bikes 
·   Airport transfers if arriving & departing via our suggested arrival/departure flights 
·   A complimentary Ferris Wheels long-sleeved Safari shirt; caps & extras for Repeat Offenders 
 
1 Accommodation is provided on a twin-share basis and if you’re on your own we’ll do our best to bunk you 
in with an acceptable roommate. But if you’re the last person to book, there’s obviously a 50-50 chance you’ll 
have to take a room on your own and will therefore be liable for the single room supplement. So the moral of 
the story is, book early or bring your own roommate with you. Or preferably both! 
 
Price excludes 
 
·   International airfares to/from Ljubljana 
·   Travel insurance policy covering use of motorbike (approx. Aus$200 for 24 days) 2 
·   Tourist visa for any of these countries (currently not required, but things change!) 
·   Medical examination and vaccinations before departure (recommended) 
·   Expenses of a personal nature such as postage, laundry, souvenirs or alcoholic drinks 
·   Tips for staff at tour completion; optional but always appreciated, Aus$100 suggested 3 
 
2 Please note that a motorcycle safari overseas must be considered one of life’s more adventurous pursuits and 
therefore personal travel insurance is mandatory.  If you wish, we can arrange comprehensive travel insurance 
for you (Australian clients only) for approximately Aus$200-00. Be aware, however, that any travel insurance 
ceases immediately on return to your own country, even if on-going medical treatment or surgery is required. 
Private health cover or government Medicare resumes at that point. 
 
3 A note on tips. We recognize tipping is not generally part of the antipodean psyche, but it is pretty much 
expected in most other parts of the world. Daily hotel porters will expect a small reward for carrying your bags 
to your room, and our mechanics, drivers and support staff appreciate reasonable tips to supplement their 
wages whilst on tour with us. We suggest something like Aus$100 is affordable for your three weeks, but 
whatever funds are contributed by tour participants, we will match it dollar for dollar and the resultant pool of 
money will be distributed amongst our crew. If you’ve had a good time, we would encourage you to donate 
generously! If not, tell us why and we will contribute on your behalf. 
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International Flights 
 
You will have to arrange your own airfares through your preferred travel agent, or Australian clients may wish 
to take advantage of an arrangement we have with our local agent, Press & James Travel Associates. Phone 02 
9979 5235 or email natasha_dann@travel-associates.com.au and mention you’re joining the Ferris Wheels 
‘Dalmatian Delights’ Tour.  They have a copy of this itinerary and they can arrange your route and flights as 
well as any stopovers or extensions you desire. 
 
Food & Health 
 
Quality of food can sometimes be a concern when visiting exotic foreign lands. We take care in selecting 
clean and reputable establishments for our meals and the local fare is typically of European standard. Even so, 
an occasional upset stomach cannot always be avoided in remote areas, so we advise initial caution and we 
carry various medicines to ensure as much comfort as possible. Participants in any of our adventure activities 
are obviously expected to have a reasonably high level of health, fitness and capability, but in all cases a 
consultation with your doctor is recommended in order to identify necessary vaccinations and precautions, 
particularly if traveling overseas for the first time. 
 
Climate & Clothing  
 
Our itinerary is designed to take advantage of the pleasant weather of the northern spring, but before the 
hordes of tourists start flocking to the coastline and resorts. Temperatures can range from rather cold in the 
hills to quite warm (high 20’s) on the beaches, with little chance of rain. At times there will be little shade 
available, so sunscreen, sunglasses, hats and long sleeves will also be required. Jeans and our long-sleeved 
Ferris Wheels shirts tend to be the norm, with strong boots and riding gloves. Helmets, full or open-faced 
as you prefer, should be brought with you from home. 
 
Professional quality riding gear such as Rivet’s Cordura jackets, overpants and other protective clothing is an 
excellent investment and will go a long way to ensuring your comfort in what may sometimes be adverse 
conditions. The Rivet jackets are particularly versatile with a zip-in / zip-out padded liner for extra warmth 
and protection. But if you’re susceptible to the cold, then probably a good set of thermal underwear would 
also come in handy. A couple of other products we’ve used for several years and are happy to endorse are the 
Kevlar-lined jeans and clothing from Draggin Jeans in Melbourne (www.dragginjeans.com.au) and those 
Velcro alternative to 'occy' straps from Andy Strapz (www.andystrapz.com). 
 
And while we’re giving plugs, we’d like to suggest you consider a Rider Improvement course, regardless of 
your experience or perceived ability on a motorcycle, to brush up on your skills prior to joining an 
international riding safari. Our personal recommendation here is the Australian Superbike School, which 
tends to concentrate on honing correct cornering techniques rather than all-out speed, despite the name 
(www.superbikeschool.com.au). 
 
Our motorbikes 
 
Our local business partner has a wide range of top-end luxury bikes available, including several models and 
sizes from BMW, Honda and Suzuki. If you are willing to accept one of our smaller bikes there is a rebate 
offered; please see our Booking Form for full details. 
 
We will attempt to provide you with the bike of your choice, but they may be allocated on a first-booked 
first-choice basis and we retain the right of assignment. Our bike provider is a commercial operation and 



 
6

their fleet changes frequently, so your preferred model might not always be available. All bikes are late 
model and in well-maintained condition. Fuel, insurance and maintenance are included. 
 
Please note you will be required to sign a rental contract and leave a photocopy of your passport and a 
credit card imprint for US$1,000 as a security deposit. Our package price includes comprehensive 
insurance but the policy carries a US$1,000 excess; ie the rider is liable for the first US$1,000 of any 
damage. If you drop the bike, any broken levers, mirrors, lights, etc will be payable by you. 
 
 
Our riding policy  
 
We will occasionally require riders to ‘bunch up’, particularly when navigating through large towns, but out 
on the open road we know that you will want a lot of freedom and time on your own (isn’t that what riding 
is all about?) We allow plenty of time for people to set their own pace, and it’s unlikely that you’ll ever be 
pressed to keep up. We know of some motorbike tour operators who insist that everybody ride in formation 
every day and play ‘follow the leader’, but that’s not our style at all. You’ll be given maps and daily 
directions on how far we’re going, the destination for the night (including hotel name and phone number), 
and where we are likely to stop for lunch, drink breaks, sightseeing and refueling along the way, etc. There 
is always plenty of time to take photos, chat to the locals, or just sit and soak it all in. Our support van with 
our luggage will always be the last vehicle in the convoy, with our mechanic, spare parts and tools, etc. in 
case of bike problems. 
 
But let’s not pull any punches here. A tour such as this is potentially a dangerous undertaking; it’s inherent 
in the very nature of the trip. You’ll be on an unfamiliar bike, on unfamiliar roads in unfamiliar traffic 
conditions. It is important for you to recognize this and accept ultimate responsibility, firstly for joining and 
secondly for riding in a circumspect manner for the duration of the tour. Please read and acknowledge 
Paragraph 16 of our Terms and Conditions!  (End of sermon) 
 
 

 Detailed Daily Itinerary  
 
 
Day 1 of your trip involves the logistics of having all of you fly from different starting points at different times 
and somehow all meet up in Ljubljana. If arriving on our recommended flight you will be met at the airport for 
rapid transfer to the hotel. There are no ‘organised’ activities scheduled for today, as people will be arriving at 
various times and in varying degrees of jet-lag ! 
 
Day 2 We’ll take a stroll through the picturesque old part of town with its narrow streets and laneways, but the 
day also involves the logistics of bike allocation and familiarisation, with some inevitable paperwork. 
 
Day 3 sees us heading immediately out of town through beautiful green Slovenian countryside to the border 
with Croatia. Border crossings are a simple formality in this part of the world; no fingerprinting or iris-
photography required. We continue on wonderful country roads to Plitvicka National Park in time to check 
into our hotel, dump our bike gear, and head out to explore this amazing network of waterfalls and ponds. 
 
Day 4 is a longer ride than yesterday and involves another border crossing (three countries in three days) as 
we enter Bosnia-Herzegovina. There are some wide open spaces without much human activity, and some 
pleasant little towns along the way as we make our way to the capital, Sarajevo. 
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Day 5 is our first ‘rest day’ in the program, which basically means a rest day for the motorcycles rather than 
us, as we spend the day exploring what was a magnificent olde-world capital before it was ravaged by the 
recent wars. Sarajevo has had an interesting role to play in more than one major conflict; the murder of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand (heir to the Austria-Hungarian throne) on a street corner here in June of 1914 is 
generally accepted by historians as the immediate cause of the first World War.  Discuss. 
 
Day 6 will be spent on an amazing series of winding roads to take us the long way round to get to Mostar. If 
you enjoy twisties, we’ve plenty in store for you today. We should still get to Mostar in time to enjoy the old 
centre of town. It also suffered from war damages after Bosnia-Herzegovina gained independence from 
Yugosalvia in 1992, but has quickly been rebuilt to its former glory. 
 

 
 
Day 7 From Mostar we head further east and cross another border into Montenegro, probably the least-known 
countries of the former Yugoslavia and whose name of course translates as Black Mountain. And indeed we 
head into the Black Mountains to Durmitor National Park and the regional capital Zabljak, which has the 
distinction of being the highest town in the Balkans at 1456 metres. 
 
Day 8 Heading out of the Park on a (different) winding road through gorges and canyons and along steep 
mountainsides, we make our way down to the Adriatic coast for the first time to discover an idyllic little town 
called Petrovac. We shall be there mid-afternoon and of course it’s obligatory to have your first swim in the 
pristine waters. Or sit and enjoy a cold beer with plates of seafood. 
 
Day 9 From Petrovac we follow the Adriatic coast back into Croatia and north-westerly to Dubrovnik, but 
along the way we pass a little gem called Sveti Stefan, or St. Stephen, which was once a simple fishing village 
on a tidal island. It is now the most exclusive 5-star luxury resort on the coast of Montenegro, in fact probably 
the entire Dalmatian coastline, and permanently connected to the mainland by a man-made isthmus. And No, 
we don’t stay here . . . 
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Day 10 What can we tell you about Dubrovnik that you haven’t already read? Our second rest day sees us 
chartering a yacht for a half-day sailing on the Adriatic, exploring the famous Dubrovnik harbour and 
shoreline. We’ll have lunch on board and probably force-feed you some fresh calamari, washed down with a 
local chardonnay or whatever one quaffs on such occasions. 
 
Day 11 takes us further along the coast, onto a ferry for a short hop across to the island of Korcula, famous as 
the (unproven) birthplace of one Marco Polo, Italian merchant, traveller extraordinaire. It will take us only half 
the day to get there, so the afternoon is free time for you to explore the length of the island on your bike 
should you wish, or meander through the small town and visit Marco’s attributed house. 
 
Day 12 We have to retrace our route to the mainland and then along the Peljesac peninsular for a while before 
regaining our north-westerly direction up the coast, and then another ferry takes us to Hvar Island. We traverse 
the length of the island to the furthermost tip, to the township of the same name where well-to-do nautical 
types from around the world sit in alfresco cafes sipping lattes and wondering who let all these bikers in. 
 
Day 13 will be another rest day with lots of opportunity to relax by the hotel pool, or go shopping, or visit the 
bars and cafes and restaurants Hvar is famous for. It is a lovely, relaxed, picturesque town, even if you don’t 
know your halyard from your mainsheet. 
 
Day 14 sees us on a late-morning ferry to Split back on the mainland, and we head north to the sensational 
little medieval town of Primosten, another coastal gem like St. Stephen or a miniature Dubrovnik, by 
lunchtime. We then continue to Pag, usually referred to as Pag Island even though it’s actually a long thin 
peninsular connected to the mainland. 
 
Day 15 From Pag a short ferry hop across to the shore saves us a circuitous 200k or so, and we continue north 
to visit the cavernous underground systems known as the Skocjan Caves, close to the border with Italy. 
 
Day 16 brings us to our fifth country, as we head into northern Italy to have fun in the mountains. Don’t forget 
to speak with your hands and lots of eyebrow movements as we explore Rossi’s homeland ("Today, hey, I try 
very hard but they go faster and I not win, but I very happy") We reach Corvara in the mighty Dolomites. 
 
Day 17 is a rest day for those who want, or if you’ve not earned enough saddle sores yet you can do a quick  
400km loop up to Passo de Selvio and back. We’ll be waiting with a chilled beer for when you get back. 
 
Day 18 It’s time to start heading back to base camp, so we cross into Slovenia but the good riding isn’t over 
yet; we spend some time taking to the smaller roads in the Julian Alps and overnight in Bovec, which prides 
itself as the Adventure Capital of Slovenia. 
 
Day 19 Julian keeps us busy for some of the day but eventually we find ourselves being drawn back by the 
centrifugal force to Ljubljana, where we have to convince you to hand back the keys and the motorcycle ! 
 
Day 20 A final rest day winding down and finalising any necessary paperwork, having a lager or two in the 
old town, then getting you to the airport. You’re outa here, homeward bound; please go tell 100 friends. 
 

 
- = 0 O 0 = - 

 
Further detailed trip notes, including a list of essential clothing and equipment to take, health considerations, visa 
formalities, etc, will be sent upon receipt of a completed Booking Form and deposit. Contact our office any time for 
further information on (02) 9970 6370 or email safari@ferriswheels.com.au. 
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Motorbikes currently available (as at March 2009) 
 
This page all bikes are less than 1000cc and will attract a rebate of $500 from our standard package price. The 
next page contains our larger bikes. 
 
 
 

Honda CBF 600 S   (1 of)  
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Suzuki 650 V-Strom  (2 of) 
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BMW F650 GS, 2007 model (1 of)  
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BMW F650 GS, 2008 model (2 of)  
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Motorbikes currently available (as at March 2009) 
 
This page all bikes are over 1000cc and are available for our standard package price. 
 
 

Honda CBF 1000  (1 of) 
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BMW R1200 R  (1 of) 
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BMW R1200 RT  (2 of) 
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BMW R1200 GS  (5 of)  
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Yamaha FJR 1300  (1 of)  
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We have a total of 16 bikes at this point in time. We will attempt to provide you with your preferred choice but can 
make no guarantees and we reserve the right of final allocation. 


